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Why should we be well mfor'med about’ farmiand blr'dllfe
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Introdiction

[Farmiand  birdsforiginaie: fizem: a Variety: oi: naturalfhabitals; andl therefiore: fhey: are adapied o) fiarmiand:on
difffferent; levelsi(e.g. species which' Uiilize: fiarmiand ffor: foraging, reproduction or boihy). Lnfaddifien: a clear
definition off farmlandlandldiffierencesi regarding agriculitral praciice s nofi easy, andlagriculiuraltlandl can be
defiined" as} grassland’ (pasiure/meadows: for livesiock: husbandry) andl real® agriculiural landl (ffor: annual  or
perennial’ crepr produciion). During ile; lasi decades: engeing agriculituraliintensification in Souil Americar and
particularlysin Brazilleads; fior fiher faci thal fiarmland becomes: nore: and’ more a subsiitute habifal for
diffierent; birdl species . linerefore fine
duesition! becomes: obyvious), for Which, species; agriculituralthabitats are oif any: imperiance. Eurihermore, Within
These habitats: birdsiare exposed 6 applicalions: off agrochemicals:

Based onl fhe procedure 10, assess; the risk o) birds: firom applications oif agrechemicalsiin Eurepe (EFSA 2009),
We' staried a program: onl so-called focal species: (see prini oui below: for: more defails)) ih crops:. Our
preliminary: resuliis: Using simple and standardized methods: established for pesticide registration’ procedures
common in Europe (EFSA 2009) identifiiedl bird speciesithai are found iniagriculiural fields and stari e answer
the guestion 1o which extiend they:canibe found witihin crop fields.

Methods & Resiults

[For thisi reasoni 20) rice and seybean fields;in Santa Cataring, Brazill, were surveyedi once edch during February
and May' 2011 using fihe transect method: Ais means thai alllbird species; are recorded! in fhe field by walking
slowly: along| a defiined longitudinal line: fransect crossing the entire field, allowing: ffor a clear view! oni fthe rows
oft crop plants: ini a given distance, andl alll individual birds; witihink the  franseci band' recorded visually: or
acoustically’have been regjisiiered (see print oui below! for more details).

Birds species found in at least 20% of the feldewhers recordeq i naniduasper L1 20 Selected rice fields we
surveyed rice fields® , . specioSuaEl MESE ¢ recc;;i)gnin- found 42o speaes,.cmd 9 in at

. AT T Y - least 20% of all fields of this

Souther\n Lapwing Vanellus chilensis. - » " 75 % | 65 - 1-1_6 crop. Besides those species
White-browed Blackbird St‘grn.ella‘superciliaris, - 65% .29 1-5 listed left, we found 2 species
Brazilian Teal - \/Amazonetta brasiliensis,~. "/ 60.% . 41 ' '1-8 even in higher numbers
Saffron Finch _Sicalis flaveola - = = . 30% 19 2-6 (Chestnut-capped  Blackbird
Yellow-chined Spinetail | 'Certhiaxis cmnamomeus 25-% 10 1-3 Chrysomus ruficapillus and
Striated Heron Butorides striatus -~ - 25.% 9 1-3 the White-faced Ibis Plegadis
Brown-chested Martin -~ Progne tapera R a0 40 1-21 Chihi) but just in 2 of 20
Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus - - 20 % 8 1-3 fields surveyed (flocks of
Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus « = 20 % I ! 1-3 more than 70 and up to 120

individuals).
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In 20 soy bean fields selected

: ) »» it ‘Sple’S O ‘(- . a | €. r‘-",, flelds vvhere"' “(ecorded in  ‘individuals per
we found 44 species, and 8 in at ..f.""'f"_-l : su"rveyed soybean f|e|d5 'specieswas |\ F-grop.. -« record (min<
least 20% of all fields. Besides " ~ fo i Bt Rl e e R Ce
these 8 species listed right, we Soumern Lapwmg b L ”*Vanellys ChllenSIS/. . 5*0% Mg o Dled 2520
found high numbers (>50) of Rufous c;pl,!ared Sparrow Zonbtrlchla capen3|s 35 R (G "'. 4 1-,2_6
Grassland VYellow-Finch Sicalis AGrassIand Sp&rrow Ammodra__mUs humeralls t35% b s 1-4 .
luteola within one flock and also Eared Dote A TV Zenaidaduriculata’ N 30 %* . A9 ». T5
one pair of Black-and-White Southern House Wren .  Troglodyte's musc_ulu,s_ 25 %" 7 R
MO”J'TG Xolmis dOm’”’CQ”US Picazuso Pigean, ¥ .. /Patagibenas.picazure, »,« 20%% * 16, | 18,
listed as vulnerable on regional Hellmayr's Pipit > - Anthus Helimayri > 20 % 8 2
and national level and according Gray Monjitd” Rolgis cinereus 20 % é T8

to TUCN in one surveyed field.
Perspective & call for participation

Such infermation: as: given here is noi easy fo get from Brazil or ofher parts off South America, and fThe little
datal available (recorded with similar methods) for birdsi shows asi expected similarities and differences for
different regions and cropsi(e.g. Beltirame 2006). Thererore we are interested in any keen birdwatcher, study:
group etc. working in ‘farmland’ and may: be able to collect data as we plan to continue doing ol get a better SIS SRS
picture of the importance of: cropped areas for: birds ini Brazill and fo whichi extiend and during which time of S =iy
the year which species may be exposed fo plant: protection products while foraging, breeding, rearing young or &5 S, SEESE

just for resting. "»i?*fy.;{; RSNy Ralelet

: : : : : ‘,l o TR o)
We plan 1o evaluate our data in more detail and' if you are interested in the full' data set and for any: fiurther ,}'t,’,,' g
information and possible co-operation please contact jan-dieter.ludwigs@rifcon.de T | sl
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